


 When you are in search of a landscape service for your 
property, there are quite a few things that you should keep in 
mind. After all, not all landscape services are created equal. Care 
for your property should be something that you take seriously. 
After all, it provides advertisement for your community. If you 
decide to hire a landscape service, make sure you get the right one 
for YOU. 
 When choosing who will take care of your landscape 
maintenance needs, the fi rst thing you should do is seek out a 
reputable company. A reputable company is one that has reliable 
references, and one that has a satisfi ed customer base.  Another 
thing to look for in a landscape maintenance service is the equip-
ment. Does it look to be in good shape? You want a company that 
takes good care of its equipment; that shows that they are more 
likely to take good care of your yard. Additionally, you want to 
make sure they are using the right equipment. Find out what they 
plan to use to perform various tasks in your yard. Even if you are 
not doing the yard work yourself, you should have at least a basic 
understanding of what your yard needs. 
 Do not necessarily go with the cheapest service. The 
cheapest may not always be the best deal. If you are habitually 
dissatisfi ed with the cheaper work that may affect you in ways 
that make it worth it to pay extra per month for landscape main-
tenance that is of higher quality. Shop around and compare the 
work done by various companies. Then hire the best company 
that you can afford for your budget. You may not be able to afford 
the absolute best in town, but you should hire the best that fi ts into 
your landscape budget. Get price quotes in writing so that when 
you decide to go with one company, and they hike your 
cost, you have a written quote to back you up.
 Find a company that cares about customer ser-
vice. Make sure you fi nd out what their policy is on 
redoing work that does not meet your satisfaction. You 
want to be sure that your specifi cations are met. Make 
sure that your landscaping maintenance service is will-
ing to fi x mistakes and that they are willing to do a little 
extra pruning if they missed a few branches. Companies 
that do not care about customer service will probably 
not do a good job on your yard. You should look for a 
service that takes pride in its work. If the company says 
it specializes in lawn care (creating a greener, lusher, 
healthier lawn) and offers fertilization services, make 
sure that you choose a company that offers a guaran-
tee. You do not want one of their employees to over-
fertilize the lawn and then leave you paying the bill for 
a dead lawn that needs to be replaced.
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With watering restrictions constantly increasing, it is imperative 
that your irrigation system work at its peak performance. Realis-
tically, the average Florida landscape needs one inch of water per 
week to succeed.  As a rule of thumb, rotors or oscillating heads 
deposit a ½” of water per hour.  Spray heads deposit 1” of water 
in an hour’s time.  Again this is a rule of thumb, and will vary 
with the specifi cs of a system such as:  
• Head Spacing  • Operating Pressure  • Brand of Sprinkler

Here are some tips to help you get the most from your system.

#1 Strive for 200% coverage.  This would 
mean that each sprinkler completely over 
laps the sprinkler next to it in all directions.

#2 Use professional parts, and keep unifor-
mity amongst the brands you use.  If you are 
using Hunter rotors, use all Hunter rotors.  

#3 Maintain at least 30 PSI operating pressure.

The major manufactures of professional 
sprinkler heads design them with “matched 
precipitation rates”.  This means that if you are using heads of the 
same brand, with at least 30 PSI operating pressure, and spaced 
properly, all parts of a given area being watered will be receiving 
the same amount of water deposited.
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Florida in the spring boasts gorgeous sunsets, warm breezy days, and an amazing array of colors in its landscape.  Unfortunately, after 
a hard winter, the predominate color in a lot of the Florida landscape is brown.  Considering with that the tightened economy, and a 
three year drought, 2009 is promising to be a very diffi cult Spring in a horticultural sense.  At the end of 2008 our marquee stated that 
Ameriscape refused to participate in the current recession.  Likewise we refuse to accept a colorless spring, and encourage you to do the 
same.  Here are a few suggestions for getting the most out of your landscape, and the money you spend on your landscape.

#1:  The fi rst step to any successful landscape is WATER.  It is the single most essential   element to ANY landscape.  Just having a 
working irrigation system will not suffi ce these days.  The limited times we have to water dictate that irrigation systems need to be ex-
tremely effi cient. See the irrigation section of this news letter for details.

#2:  PLANTS NEED TO EAT. Just as you and I cannot survive without food, neither can a plant. Also, just like us, plants do their best 
when they are fed a healthy diet.  Florida’s sandy soils are defi cient in most of the elements essential for a healthy plant diet.  That neces-
sitates a need to supplement the soil. See the horticultural part of this news  letter for some helpful tips.

#3  PICK THE RIGHT PLANT.  Please allow me to explain what this does not mean.  It  does not mean that the best plant for your area 
is a Florida native.  The Live Oak tree grows very well in Tampa.  It is a native of Virginia.  You can scarcely fi nd a Dogwood tree in 
Tampa, and yet there is a variety of Dogwood native to Florida. What picking the right plant means is choosing a plant that aesthetically 
has the shape, form, color, and texture to compliment your landscape design, while making sure that plant has the right mature size, 
fertility needs, lighting needs, and water needs to succeed in that area. 
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